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CONSTITUTION

2015
Ratified January 26, 2015
NAME
This society shall be known as the STRIPER SURF CLUB Inc., known herein as the “SSC” and


the “society.”
PURPOSE
This society shall endeavor to its utmost, its efforts towards the sport of Surf-Fishing and Surfcasting as an art.  It shall also strive to perform as a team.  It shall, above all else, maintain high standards of sportsmanship, in that these united efforts shall contribute to its members a moral and physical well being.

ARTICLE ONE - MEMBERSHIP

Sec. One
Member Defined




A member, wherever herein referred to; shall be defined as a person accepted into the SSC,  not delinquent in the payment of dues, or other monies as hereafter set forth. 

Sec. Two
Member Rights and Privileges




All members may take part in discussion or debate and have the privilege of the floor during meetings.


Sec. Three
Total Membership




The total membership shall not exceed 40 at any one time, exclusive of classes of membership as may be established.



QUALIFICATIONS


1.
Proposed members shall attend one meeting as a guest of the Club, and may be invited to attend a second meeting by the Chairman of the Membership Committee, or his/her designee.  If the prospective member attends a second meeting, the individual will be interviewed by the Membership Committee, who will make the decision to accept the applicant for membership as a probationary member, or reject the application.  The proposed member will be notified mail, e-mail, fax, or other electronic media of the Club’s decision.  A copy of the notification shall be maintained by the Membership Committee chair.



2.
Proposed members must meet the following standards:




A.  Good moral character.




B.  At least 18 years of age.




C.  Willing and able to participate in club meetings and activities.




D.  Participate in surf fishing.




E.  Willing and able to pay dues and other monies as named herein.



3.
There shall be a probationary period of twelve (12) months for new members.  It shall be the duty of the Membership Committee to screen new members quarterly and after final screening bring to the floor, recommendations for a vote of acceptance or rejection.  Such recommendations shall be final.  The Membership Committee may request an extension of this probationary period.


Sec. Four
MEMBER SANCTIONS



Any member delinquent in dues shall automatically be suspended unless the involved shall in advance notify and satisfy the Membership Committee. Any member with excessive unexcused absences over three months will be reviewed and documented by the Membership Committee for possible sanctions.



The Membership Committee shall make recommendations to the general membership for suspension or expulsion of any member violating any of the following:



1.
Giving misleading or false information to the members of Striper Surf Club Inc.



2.
Giving information to competing clubs (to be interpreted liberally).



3.
Failure to pay monies as herein set forth.



4.
Entering fish in any contest in the name of any other clubs. 


5.
 Any member against whom the above proceedings are instituted must have been notified by certified mail of such proceedings.


6.
The SSC by a majority vote of a quorum consisting of three-quarters (75%) of the society, and after a hearing of the members involved, sanction any member whose actions or words are deemed seriously detrimental to the good and welfare of the members of the Striper Surf Club Inc.



7.
The SSC by a unanimous vote of a quorum consisting of three-quarters (75%) of the society, and after a hearing of the members involved, expel any member whose actions or words are deemed seriously detrimental to the good and welfare of the members of the Striper Surf Club Inc.



8.
A member threatened with sanctions or expulsion may not vote on his/her behalf.


Sec. Five
CHANGE OF ADDRESS


1.
It shall be the duty of all members to notify the Corresponding Secretary of any change in their mailing address.



2.
Any member possessing property of the Striper Surf Club Inc. must surrender possession of said property upon orders from the President to do so.


Sec. Six

DUES
1.  Dues and initiation fees shall be determined annually by the Executive Committee.  For existing members, dues are payable at the beginning of each year and overdue if unpaid by the close of the annual dinner.  For new members, dues are payable at the first meeting attended by the member subsequent to being voted into the club and are overdue at the closing of same.
2. Any new member voted into the Striper Surf Club during the last quarter of the year (October,           November or December) and has paid their “new membership dues” in full shall be considered a “paid in full” member for the following year.



3.
All members are obligated to attend the annual awards dinner, or pay a fee established by the Entertainment Committee, payable prior to the commencement of the club fishing contest, unless sufficient explanation is given to, and approved by the Membership Committee.


4.
All members shall be responsible to support club fund raising activities or be liable for an assessment by the Executive Committee.


Sec. Seven
VOTING


1.
A quorum shall consist of one third (1/3) the total number of members in good standing.  The majority of the quorum shall rule, except in constitutional matters, where two thirds (2/3) of the quorum shall be required.



2.
Members on probationary status shall be eligible to participate in all club activities except voting as provided herein.



3.
Before elections of officers may be instituted, the recording secretary shall compile a list of all members qualified to vote.



4.
Voting may be by closed ballot, show of hands, or voice when not otherwise required.



5.
To be eligible to vote, a member must have attended one meeting or scheduled club function during the previous quarter.  The present quarter is not counted.  For each quarter a member is delinquent in attendance, they shall not be eligible to vote in one subsequent quarter.  



 6.
Votes recorded and unchallenged at the time of voting shall be considered valid votes.


7.
A member may challenge their loss of eligibility to vote for delinquent attendance of any given quarter.  The Membership Committee shall review the member’s attendance and participation record and render a recommendation to the full membership for a vote.


Sec. Eight
RESIGNATIONS
1. Members may resign at anytime by submitting a written notice to the President or the corresponding secretary, but there shall be no refund of any monies, dues or otherwise.  Such written notice may be by mail, e-mail, fax, or other electronic media.
ARTICLE TWO - MEETINGS


Sec. One
REGULAR MEETINGS


1.
Regular meetings shall be held on the second and fourth Monday of each month, excepting in the event a change is passed at a prior meeting, and the date and time must be set down in the previous meeting’s minutes and the membership be notified.



2.
The order of business shall include the following, with a break at the discretion of the chair: 




A.
Opening of the meeting




B.
Pledge of Allegiance 




C.
Roll call



D.
Reading of the minutes of the last meeting



E.
Treasurer’s report



F.
Correspondence



G.
Committee Reports



H.
Good and Welfare



I.
Old business



J.
New business




K. 
Closing of the meeting


3.
SPECIAL MEETINGS - Special meetings may be called at any time by the President or Chair.



4.
CLUB FUNCTIONS / ACTIVITIES – Club functions scheduled by the President or Chair, where a quorum of the membership is present, shall fulfill the requirements of a meeting.


5.
ATTENDANCE - 
Any member who wants his absence reported as other than “absent” must notify a member of the Membership Committee or Executive Committee in advance.


Sec. Two
CHAIR DEFINED- 
The “Chair” is herein defined as a member conducting a meeting.



Sec. Three
ORDER OF AUTHORITY


1.
In the event the President is not at a meeting, the next officer in line according to the order of authority hereafter established in Article Three, Section Three, shall assume the chair and shall have the authority to appoint officers pro-tem as needed, and shall have full authority over the meeting.




ABSENCE OF ALL OFFICERS


2.
In the event no officers are present at a meeting 30 minutes after the announced time of the meeting, and a quorum is present, the majority shall elect a chair to conduct the meeting.  This chair shall have full authority over the meeting and shall appoint officers pro-tem as needed.

ARTICLE THREE - OFFICERS

Sec. One
NOMINATIONS


1.
Any member, who has been in the club at least 18 months, may be nominated by any other member, subject to a second by any third member.



2.
First and second nominations shall be held one regular meeting apart.  Nominees may accept or decline at second nominations only.  Nominees may accept or decline a nomination via electronic media if not present at the second meeting.


3.
Voting for officers requires presence at the said meeting.

Sec. Two
ELECTIONS/BALLOTING


1.
By closed ballot, the majority ruling.  In the event of even number of voting members, the chair shall abstain.




ORDER OF VOTING




2.
Order of voting shall start at the President and proceed down the list of authority to the Sergeant-at-Arms.




LIMITATIONS OF OFFICE


3.
No member may hold the office of the President for more than two consecutive terms.




INAUGURATION



4.
New officers to take office at the first meeting of the New Year.


Sec. Three
DUTIES, in order of authority  


1.
President shall preside over meeting: shall appoint committees; enforce provisions of the Constitution; shall call special meetings.



2.
1st Vice President shall preside over meetings in the absence of the President.



3.
Corresponding Secretary shall receive all correspondence and shall be solely responsible for replying in the name of the Striper Surf Club Inc., having first obtained permission of the members in controversial matters; shall read correspondence at all meetings, where applicable shall maintain and preserve all correspondence and duplicates of replies; shall maintain all club records not relegated to other officers; shall preside over meetings in the absence of the above named officers.



4.
Recording Secretary shall maintain a complete record of all proceedings during club meetings, to be kept in duplicate and referred to herein as “Minutes”; shall leave one copy at the club at all times; shall call the roll at meetings and keep a record of same; advising the membership committee of any violations of Article One, Section Four, Subdivision Two; shall preside over meetings in the absence of all above named officers.



5.
Treasurer shall collect, for deposit, in any bank or banking association in the name of the Striper Surf Club Inc., all monies due the club, keeping a record of same; shall disburse any monies necessary for the operation of the club; shall disburse monies required for special purchases, as authorized by the members; shall keep an accurate record of all income and expenses, assets, and liabilities; shall give a verbal report regarding the financial status of the club at each meeting; shall preside over meetings in the absence of all above named officers.



6.
Sergeant-at-Arms shall maintain order at all club meetings according to the direction of the chairman; shall preside over meetings in the absence of all above named officers.


Sec. Four
ATTENDANCE DELINQUENCY OF OFFICERS



Any officers absent for more than three consecutive meetings shall be requested by the Recording Secretary to either appear at the next meeting or supply a satisfactory reason for his/her absence.  If such a reason is not given or, if given, is not satisfactory in the opinion of a majority of the quorum present at the fourth meeting, a vote shall be taken to declare the office vacant and a special election held in accordance with Article Three, Sections One and Two.  The chair shall appoint an officer pro-tem to fill the interim, excepting in event the officer is the President.  In such case, the Vice President shall move up one place in the order of authority, and a special election held for the office of Vice President.
ARTICLE FOUR - COMMITTEES/COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS

Sec. One
Whenever required, the President or Chair may appoint a committee for an expressed and given purpose.


Sec. Two
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN



All committees shall elect their own chair.



Sec. Three
QUORUM



The quorum of any committee shall be two-thirds except where otherwise stated.


Sec. Four
ESTABLISHED COMMITTEES



The following committees are recognized as established, and it shall be the duty of an incoming President to appoint members to the committees, except for the Executive Committee.



1.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE



Shall consist of all officers of the organization and in addition, past presidents who are members shall become full status members of the Executive Committee.  This section shall apply to past presidents who were elected and served their full term of office.




The duties of the committee shall be as follows:




A.
To present all grievances to the grievance committee, after investigation of all pertinent facts, presented by any member or members against another member or members.




B.
Investigate any complaints of dereliction of duty against any officer, and render its findings and recommendations to the grievance committee.




C.
To render its findings and recommendations to the membership at large or any special meeting, of any and all problems affecting the interpretation, amendment or alteration of the Constitution and establish club policy.




D.
Voting by members of the Executive Committee requires voting eligibility as per Article One, Sec. Seven, No. 5.



2.
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE



The president appoints seven (7) members to the Membership Committee, which will have a quorum of four (4). 





The duties shall be as follows:




A.
Execute and/or ensure the Club’s adherence to all items here-to-fore set forth in Article One in its entirety. 




3.
GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE



Shall have singular duty to render its finding of any grievance lodged through the Executive Committee and present such findings to the general body for a vote of acceptance or rejection of their recommendations.



4.
TROPHY COMMITTEE



Shall establish the winners of club trophies hereafter listed, and present any and all awards to members for special considerations.



5.
ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE



Shall arrange all collations and the annual dinner.



6.
PUBLICITY COMMITTEE



Shall promote and publicize society events as required by the membership.


7.
LEGAL COMMITTEE



To advise on any changes, alterations or amendments to the Constitution.



8.
CONSERVATION COMMITTEE



The duties shall be as follows:



A.
Representation in any conservation organization of which the society is a member.




B.
Propose to the membership any problems of conservation, whether local, state, or federal, affecting all species of salt-water fish.




C.
To investigate and render recommendations of any complaints directed against a member of members for unsportsmanlike activities.



9.
GOOD AND WELFARE COMMITTEE



To see to the receipt by any member, the good wishes of the body in times of stress.

ARTICLE FIVE


Sec. One
AMENDMENTS


1.
Any amendment to this Constitution shall have been discussed at the meeting of its inception and shall be voted upon at the next meeting to follow, provided that the membership-at-large has been advised by mail or electronic media of the intent to take legislative action, in ample time to attend the vote.




PROCEDURE


2.
Voting procedure, except where stated otherwise, shall be as follows:  A motion will be made in an orderly fashion by a member, followed by a discussion of the motion, not to exceed a reasonable time, in the opinion of the chair.  A second will be called for and, if obtained, a vote taken.

ARTICLE SIX



Sec. One
EXPENDITURES



Any member may spend up to thirty dollars ($30) for the benefit of the club, with the approval of the Treasurer, and one other officer.  Any expenditure in excess of thirty dollars ($30) must be approved by the membership.


Sec. Two
LIMIT ON EXPENDITURES



Before more than 20% of the Treasury is spent at any one meeting, all members must be informed of the proposed expenditure prior to the meeting, and requires a majority vote, except for any expenditures provided for by the constitution.


Sec. Three
No motion shall be in order concerning gift or presentation of monies from the club treasury unless such motion shall have prior clearance by the Trustee’s.

ARTICLE SEVEN

Sec. One
CHALLENGE OF TABLED MOTION



Whenever the chair, on its own motion tables a motion, a member, other than the member proposing motion shall have the right to challenge the tabling, and a vote will be taken to determine if it shall be tabled.

ARTICLE EIGHT

Sec. One
BOARD OF TRUSTEES



There shall be a Board of Trustees, consisting of three members appointed by the President, including the Treasurer, to audit all financial statements quarterly, and whose term shall be as follows:




1.
Term of one Trustee to serve for two years.




2.
Term of second Trustee to serve for three years.

ARTICLE NINE

Sec. One
ROBERTS RULES OF ORDER




Roberts Rules of Order shall be the guide for any rules or procedure not herein covered.  It shall be the duty of the President to maintain a copy of said rules at the meeting place at all times.
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